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Topic guide for interviews with foster carers  

Foster Carers’ Training and Support Needs 

Introduction 
Thanks for agreeing to be interviewed. 
 
Aim: to find out what foster carers need in terms of training and support and 
what they think of current training provision 
 
We are very interested to know what you think and feel to help us develop 
foster carers support services in Fife  
 
Seek permission for taping 
Explain confidential storing of data; anonymity 
 

Questions to initiate discussion 
 
Tell me about any training courses you have attended. 
Prompts: What did you expect? How did you think you would benefit? What 
happened at the course?  Did it meet your needs? 
 
 
 
 
Tell me about any training courses you are aware of that you have not 
attended. 
Prompts:  Why not? Topic?  Practicalities of attending, trainers, anything other 
reasons for not attending? 
 
 
 
Tell me about your views on the need for training/support for foster 
carers. 
Prompts:  Is it needed?  If so, why?  If not, why not? 
 
 
 
How would you design a training programme to meet the information 
and support needs of foster carers like yourselves? 
Prompts: topics? Trainers? Setting? Timing?  Group size?  Style of learning 
preferred?  Core training needs?  Additional modules for certain groups? 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Can you tell me a little more about the topics you have identified as 
important?  What do you feel you need to know about these issues / 
techniques? 
Prompts:  
 
 
Can you tell me what would help you attend a training programme like 
you have described?  What could we do to make it easy and practical for 
you to attend? 
Prompts:   
 
 
Do you have anything else you want to say about your experiences, 
needs or wishes as a foster carer? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you very much for your time. 
�


